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The Marshall University Oral Histor y of Appalachia Program is an
attempt to collect and preserve on tape the rich, yet rapidl y disappearing
oral and visual tradition of Appalachia by creating a central archive at
the James E. Morrow Library on the Marshall campus. Valued as a source
of original material for the scholarl y community, the program also seeks
to establish closer ties between the varied parts of the Appalachian region West Virginia, Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky .
In the Spring of 1972, members of the Cabell - Wayne Historical Society
joined with Dr. 0. Norman Simpkins, Chairman, Department of Sociology and
Anthropolog y , and Dr. Michael J. Galgano of the Department of History in
establishing the program. The Historical Societ y and other community
organizations provided the first financial support and equipment. In
April 1974, the Oral Histor y program received a three year development
grant from the Marshall Universit y Foundation allowing for expansion and
refinement. In 1976, the program became affiliated with New York Times
Microfilm Corporation of America. To date, approximately 4,200 pages of
transcribed tapes have been published as part of the New York Times Oral
History Program. These materials represent one of the largest single
collections of Appalachian oral materials in existence. Royalties earned
from the sale of the transcripts are earmarked for the continuation of
the program .
The first interviews were conducted by Marshall University History
and Sociology students. Although students are currently involved in the
program, many interviews are conducted by the Oral History staff. Graduate
students are strongly encouraged to participate in the program by taking
special topic courses in oral history under the supervision of Dr. Robert
Maddox, program director since September 1978.
The program seeks to establish contacts with as broad a variety of
regional persons as possible. Farmers, physicians, miners, teachers,
both men and women all comprise a significant portion of the collection.
Two major t ypes of interviews have been compiled: the whole life and
the specific work experience. In the whole life category, the interviewer
attempts to guide cubtly the interviewee through as much of his or her life
as can be remembered. The second type isolates a specific work or life
experience peculiar to the Appalachian region and examines it in detail.
Although both types of interviews are currently being conducted, emphasis
is now placed on the specific work experience. Recent projects are concerned
primarily with health care, coal mining, and the growth of labor organizations.
Parts II and III of the Oral History of Appalachia collection were
compiled by Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director, and processed by Ms. Brenda
Perego.
Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director
Ms. Brenda Perego, Processor
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DB:

.(paper rustle, recorder hum) This is an interview with Ollie
Bradshaw Bradshaw, the widow of Earl McKinley Bradshaw of
Ironton, Ohio. This interview is conducted by Daphne
Yvonne Bradshaw on April 4, 1981, at 2204 South Fifth
Street, Ironton, Ohio, the home of Mrs. Bradshaw.
0. K., uh, (paper rustle), 0. K.,uh, first I'd like to
ask you, you know, your full name, and your birth date,
and where you were born.

OB:

Ollie Bradshaw, born February 25th, 19andll at Pedro,
Ohio-foot of Lawrence Hill and Little Cannon's Creek.

DB:

I understand there was a, uh, confusion about your birth
date?

OB:

Yeh, my parents said I was born on the 26th but my birth
certificate says on the 25th, so I have to sign legal papers
that way, so I always say the 25th. I've got two birthdays, I have the 25th and the 26th.

DB:

How did they manage that?

OB:

I don't know, I, uh, I never, when I sent for my birth
certificate my parents were both dead, so I was one of a
set of twins and it may have been, uh, born at 9:25 in the
morning at home, so it may have been they've been up all
night, and one or the other of them were, the doctor or
them one got confused in what day of the month it was,
was all I can think of.

DB:

uh, Did they have birth certificates then? I mean did they

OB:

Yeh, I had to, I had send, they had a record of it at
the Court House but I think during the flood one of the
books that they take it off of had something happen to
it. So I had to send to Columbus, Ohio and they sent
me one and I'll told me I was born 9:25 A. M., a female,
of a mixed set of twins, my brother's name was Oliver.

DB:

You want to tell me a little bit about your family?

OB:

Well, I was one of ten children, my oldest, the oldest
one, my brother was, uh, Maurice Bradshaw, and he was,
uh, born in 19and7, my parents were married in 19and6,
and my oldest sister was born in in 19and9 and then I
was the next one 19andll, my twin brother a half hour
later than me. Then I had a little brother next to me
but, uh, lived to be three year old, died with diphtheria
and, uh, after three years before my youngest brother was
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born uh, he, Jim was born, then, oh he, he's 7 ye~rs younger
than I am, and then I had sister Abbie born in 19and22,
and Maggie in 1921. It sounds like they're a year apart,
but they're really a year and a half apart, and then Flossie,
a little sister, was born on Christmas Day of '24 and, uh,
died on the 4th of July of '27, 1927, and my youngest sister
Alice, was born in 1926. She's still a-living, 53. Out of
the 10, there's only 4 st - 4 girls left. My , uh, Abbie
died in '44 when her husband had enlisted in the Air Force
(shaky voice) and uh, he'd been shot down over Germany in
February and she died in Sept. of 19 and 44, and he,
wasn't released from prison camp 'til 1945 in April.
DB:

Oh, my. You, you were saying, they were, you know, it
sounds about two years, you know, year and a half or so
apart . Did your, your mother breast feed?

OB:

Yes, all of us were breast fed, fed, and all of us
born at home, and all born by my husband's great uncle
even though I didn't know my husband at the time, but one,
and one, Orlyn, the one that died with diphtheria, was born,
was, uh, uh, she was attended by Dr. Griffith's nephew.
Orlyn Wiseman, so he was named after that doctor that was
serving his residence with the doctor then, so, Outside of him,
we were all born, uh, delivered by the same doctor, and,
uh, all at home, and we were all breast fed. Oh my.

DB:

What was your family life like back then?
you farming people?

OB:

No, my father was a boiler tender at the furnaces. He
worked over at Lawrence Furnace until 1921. I think it was
the newest furnace in Lawrence County, Ohio. I'm not positive
of that, but I think so. You see, he went out, quit work
in 1921 and then, he, he had a horse team . He had an acre of
ground at our house, but he rented, uh, farmland from my
uncle and, uh, he had a team of horses, and he hired a man
to help us kids to, uh, t', uh, he, my oldest brother
usually did the plowing. But we raised uh, uh, corn, and
grain for, to feed the animals with. We had 2 horses, and
some chickens and, uh, always had a couple of hogs to
butcher in the fall, and we raised a garden at home on that
acre, about a half of acre, and that first canned, and
cooked all summer, we looked forward to that vegetable
garden because in the country you couldn't buy nothing fresh
those days. Uh, we always had, seemed like a feast all
summer. We went berry picking, for blackberries, and raspberries
and blueberries were ripe. Nuts come in the fall . We
gathered them. arid they, uh, always pickled a barrel of pickles.
Dad always put pickles, uh, pickles in a big barrel,
uh, cucumbers. We washed 'em and cleaned 'em and put 'em
in the ~arrel, and he, put a brine over them . Then he

Did, were
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Then he fixed some kraut, uh cabb- with some cabbage.
He'd maul it down with a big maul, and every once in a
while, he'd put a big red apple in amongst the kraut, and, uh,
we, we'd almost fight over the apples with we found them.
and, uh, uh, and then have a barrel of pickled beans. We
then had a, sometimes corn, pickled corn. Yep, yep, we
always had plenty to eat even though there's a big family
until the depression although I never did go hungry.
We had plenty to eat during the depression, but then when the
furnace went out, he had to sell his horses, and he bought him
a Model T Ford in 1922 or 3. Came to town with his horses and
we didn't know what he was going to do. He found a job with
one of the furnaces here in Ironton. and, uh, it was too far.
It was about 11 or 12 miles from town, so, uh, he'd have to
get up shortly after midnight to make it to town on, with horses.
We wouldn't get no rest, for those days they worked 12 hours
a day. He worked 2 shifts at the furnace, so he sold his
horse team and bought, uh, his first car, a brand new
Model T off of F. A. Marting, the father of Dr. Marting,
a brother of Dr. Marting, excuse me, from Ironton. He took him
put him under the wheel, showed him how to start it, and how
to go, rode out to the edge of town, Ironton out through
the tunnel. At that time there was a tunnel when you came
in off of what we called 75 which is now 93, and He had
a man follow him. He just got out, told dad he could drive
it and turned him loose, and he came the other 11 or 12
miles by himself without never had any, anymore lessons
than that. (DB:umm) So, uh, then we quit having any
anilmals or anything, 'cause we couldn't raise the grain,
so it kinda cut down on our meat supply of the winter and
things but Dad always managed to buy cabbage and beans
and ca- cucumbers and things - anything to can - apples, and
we made apple butter. We'd build our big fire up of the
morning and we'd peel apples all evening, the evening
before, and we get up and get breakfast over and by day
light we'd be stirring apple butter in the back yard until
3 or 4 of the afternoon, but we had plenty to eat.
Kind of hard times, but he got out of working all, but
we amanaged. We, by that time, 2 of the children were dead
and 2 were married, but we had the 2 married out of work
parts of the time, too, so each one pitched in and helped
each other, and we made it through it. We had a wonderful home.
I lived with my grandma of the night. I stayed with her. Grandpa
had died when I was only 6, so I stayed with Grandma until
I was 13. She had a stroke when she was 10. They hired a
girl to stay, but she want to go out of the evening, every
evening to her mother's or somewhere on a date. And on
SaturdAy at noon she left. and, Oh, she came in sometime during
the night. I never knew she was there 'cause I never saw
her 'til Monday morning. So, until I was 13 , but always
I went by home and, and, I came back past and got my supper
as I came from school, ate breakfast - I fixed mine and Grandma's
breakfast, but, uh, I ate my supper at home. So, all in all,
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I wouldn't take nothing for these experiences I had.
(clicking sound of the recorder)
DB:

Do you remember what the, uh, the depression was like
in, uh, the country?

OB:

Oh, yes. I well remember the depress-depression. We had
revival meetings that'd last 3 or 4 weeks at a time. We
all looked forward to whatever church had it. I belonged to
the Methodist, and most of the people in that little
community did, but they had a Baptist. They didn't have
any church, but they'd rent a hall, or something and have it,
too. and We looked forward to that. It was someplace to go,
and we had a lot of snow at that time off and on. We'd sleigh
ride, and, of course, we all went to school, and we didn't
know we were poor 'cause everybody else was poor, too.
Nobody had much, so everybody had about the same. So, I
went to high school, and we got through high school during the
Depression, and we managed to get, ah, I think, me and
uh, my brother next to me and got through high school.
The other girls run off and got married, so that, uh, we,
we was the expensive ones. I guess Jim and I were
(DB giggles) and uh, we had everybody sit around and thought
up things to do, for men didn't have nothing to do,
so they'd sometimes walk over across the hill to the old
company store which was still there although the company was
gone, and they'd sit around what they call the cracker barrel
and, and talk, and, uh, they found out things everyone's
tired and had depression flowers. I can remember making them.
We took coal, little chunks of coal, and put them in little
glass dishes, and you put soda over them and mechurialchrome
and bluing. and they made a mold, I guess, but anyhow,
they come up. It, it was was covered over with a sort of
a mold. It'd be pink, and blue, and white. They'd be, and
we'd scatter them around over it, and I don't know, I
suppose the, maybe the soda might of had something to do
with it. We didn't know what we was a'doing so I don't know
who thought it up but everybody had a depression flower or
2, and we just took care of them and kept adding the coal
to them and things, you know, because it was something to do.
Everybody bragged about thier depression flowers, and I
remember, the, when Roosevelt was elected, Hoover people began
to get down on Hoover whether it was his fault or not.
I think he inherited a big, a big part of it, but of course,
he got the blame for it. So, I think the Republicans outrun
the Democrats to get to the election to elect Roosevelt.
That's the first time I voted, and I voted for FDR, and the
depression, I got married in '33, it wasn't over until the
2nd World War started really, for good, and my husband worked
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at the Malleable off and on. He went to work for $16 a week
and in the summer time, they get 2 or 3 half days, maybe
8 or 10 dollars a week, but we made it. We didn't have but,
couldn't buy a whole lot, but you could go to the grocery
store with $5 and buy a week's supply of groceries and
add to groceries. Then he got back on the railroad.
He was a railroader, but he got cut off in '29. He didn't
go back to st-, he got back on off and on after '36, but
not to stay until, uh, the fall before the war started. He
went back to work in '40, and the war started in '41, and
that made him, he was expecting his called out when, uh,
called off, uh, cut off, ah, when it started. Uh, when
the war started, kept him working, so, uh, in the neartirne
we'd had that '37 flood, and that worked pretty hard on the
poorpeople, too.
DB:

I imagine, urn huh.

OB:

Yeh, um huh. I lived in Ironton during the flood, and we
went up to a friend's house on 3rd street. It was right on
the river, and the radio kept broadcasting that houses was
a- floating down the river from Catlettsburg, and we saw one .
We kept telling someone was on it, and we thought we saw 'em.
I was just a girl, you know, and had a child. There was 4
couples of us, so us women all got so afraid, they walked us
down to 3rd street, and we caught a boat at 3rd or 4th street
and then out at Lorraine right passed Woodland Cemetery where
it looks high and dry now, but they said there's about 8
foot of water. The men who took what they called the jo
boat with the paddles told us there was 8 foot of water when
they put them down in it. We went to the hills and walked
through the hills. There was no Campbell Drive at that time.
We just took the bushes as they come, and when we got to the
top of the Hecla Hill, a White Cross truck come along just
as we started to sit down on our luggage to rest and picked
us up and took us out to Pedro to our parents' house. We
was. a week and one day corning back, and we had to come back instead of coming in 93, we had to come someway back to Hecla
and up through that, uh, we called it Hecla Pond Road.
I don't remember, it's some hollow, they call it now, but
you came out of it at the cement pool, the old cement plant.

DB:

Hog Run?

OB:

Yes, Hog Run. and, yes, they, of course, came back to back
Coal Grove was high, you know. But as we crossed that bridge
, you know that bridge that uh, run to the uh, cement plant,
we drove through water, and when I got home, my husband told
him, him and one of my friends had cleaned the house, and
I wouldn't have to worry. Wel~, I guess they did do me
e. ~C1ccJ, [:_ood ceed,
'cause there ¾asn't any mud. /,cl•c,rdng
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to the rest of 'em, they had to clear an awful lot of
mud, but they'd hosed my house out - four rooms _and a
bathroom before, uh, before thE·y came after me, but the
streaks of mud and things that. I lived there from
uh, Feb. until June, and I bought over on 8th, and it was an
old house. The more you scrubbed the whiter the streaks
of mud came through the old cracks in the floor, where they
wasn't any rugs, you know, so, I guess I was lucky though
I was awful glad to get home.
DB:

There's no place like home!

OB:

No, there wasn't no place like home no matter how well they
treat ye. We went on, my youngest brother took us on out
to his parents for in those days, you know, if you didn't
live on the highway you couldn't have a telephone 'cause
you have to pay for every pole that ran out to it.
They're the only people that lived too far off the
road. My parents had a community phone, but we didn't
have no where to go call then at, you see.

DB:

Pedro had a community phone?

OB:

No, it was on John's Creek where my husband was raised.
They had now, Pedro you could get the phone if you lived on the
highway (sniffed), but, uh, you could have get it up the
hollow if you could afford to pay for it. We was still having
the Depression. We couldn't pay for it, you know.
So that my brother, we, we couldn't stay at my mom's and
dad's because his parents didn't know where we were at
so, my brother drove us out to John's Creek and that was
he lived about 18 miles from Ironton, about 8 miles from
where I lived. and I never met my husband until 1932, and
even though we had the same name, we were no relation.
I didn't even know there was a family like them until I
met him at a ball game.

DB:

At a ball game? (giggles)

OB:

At a ball game at the high school. We graduated from, and
I'd already graduated. I went with the neighbor girl
that was on the Pedro Wonders, they called them then. They
were the championship team at that time of the county, and
they tell me I could get in free if I came with Ruth, Polly
we called her., to the ball game. So, it was pouring down
the rain and came a flood, and uh, I was pretty particular
of who I dated and things, and Polly told me when I got
there, uh, that night, I'd better not turn down no rides.
She gonna kill me, and she looked all over the place, and come
to me and said, "Well, I guess we're gonna have to wade
the water, Ollie. I've looked the place over, and I can't
find a ride." and I told her I had us a ride. (DB:huh)
Earl came up with Ed and Stell Dillon, you know, our friend,

Tape 1

Ollie Bradshaw

7

and, uh, Ed introduced us. They were going, they were from
the same neighborhood. Stell and I were from the same
neighborhood and friends, and I was sitting with them, and
Ed introduced us, and he asked if we had a way home, and
I told him no. We had to ride through water that night.
That was before the flood and , uh, I found out after, the
afterwards my cousin's husband was looking for us over there
through everybody to haul us through it, and he thought something
had happened to us, and we didn't know he was looking for us.
So we just, we saw him, but we just passed him up. We had
a ride, so we wasn't worrying about, and there as you come
out of the, oh, where the Old Pedro High School used to be, it
still floods, you know, on 93. So, uh, all in all we had
a pretty good time then. It was, I believe it was more
interesting to grow up in the country than it is in
town.
DB:

why?

OB:

Because there was so much fa' children. You know, the things
that we took for granted, didn't realize we was having such
a good time. You wouldn't think it was a pleasure to go to
a revival, but in those days, the preacher preached real
live sermons, lively, you know, and the people would shout,
and we would all talk about what a good time we had.
Of course, I'd gone to church when I was only 16 and was
baptized, went in the Methodist church, belonged to old
Lawrence Furnace Methodist Church and, and then I transferred
to Pine Street M. E. Church in 1943. I went a - started there
in '41 but I, uh, was only 16 when I went, a-joined Lawrence
but I went, to, uh, until I was 22½, when i got married. Uh.

DB:

You got married when you were 22½?

OB:

uh huh, and, uh, we were married just lacked 1, a week to the
day when Earl died of being married 42 years, and so, We'd
go to a ball game. I couldn't afford to pay my way in, but in
order for them, not to, somebody have to bring a bus or a
car clear up from that school and up the hollow, just for
one person, why, Polly asked then couldn't I walk with her
and I, uh, me, get in, and they was glad for me to do that.
They told me if I would do it they'd let me in free. So,
they never did. If I, we went, and I was the least bit late
they never asked me for no ticket back. I got in. They just
opened the gate and let me in. Of course, I did them a favor
too. For they had to buy their gas and furnish the, it
would have been a long ride from the bus off of the road,
you know, for one party. Well, she was the tallest girl,
in the, on the ball team, and of course, the main, the
center player. So, they needed her, and, um, Carol Roth
was the coach at that time. I went to school to Harold Roth
I went to school to Ralph Falls' father, Henry Falls.

·'
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I don't know if there's anyone that you would know, Alma
Knapp and Minnie Sisler, Virginia Keeney's father was our
superintendent part of the time. His name was Arthur Sisler
then. W. C. Paul was Al Omeisch's father, and I was so
good in history, Mr. White, one of the superintendents,
came and came back for me, and told me to give a lecture.
Tell me to read some chapter while he was taking role call
and I'd have to get up in front of the class when the
superintendent was there. So, uh, you know, I, in a way,
I enjoyed it, but it scared me pretty bad. (laughs) But,
I believe, all in all, us kids that lived in the country
did better than the ones who lived in the town, for you're
just running around with nothing to do. There was always
gardens to attend to. We looked forward to picking berries.
We took our breakfast with us in our berry bucket and ate
it on our way. We had us a picnic, and then we filled our
bucket, and as my cousin, Georgie was laughing the other night
she said, "We ate more berries than we picked, and in
the middle we sat back down, sat down and rest, then get
up and fill, re-fill our bucket." So, we just had so much more,
and at that time there was about 8 girls in the group,
you see, from all sizes, anywhere from about 13 or 14, Avanelle
Jones was the youngest one, she and her sister, Geraldine,
up to about 24 or 5, and I, we, me and Georgeie, and I, and
Polly were in the middle, and we just had a good time. So,
uh, well, Ed and Stell got married, the ones that introduced
Earl and I, while, we went with them to Greenup, Ky. in '32,
the year I met Earl. They wed in May and they was married.
They'll married 49 years this year. They're both still living,
and Earl and I then were married in Aug. in '33. They went
with us. We were all married in Greenup, Ky.
DB:

Mmm. Why Greenup, Ky?

OB:

Well, men could work, and they both had jobs, and you
didn't lay off after the Depression. You usually didn't
pay very much at $16 a week or 12 or 15. You went on to
work, so Greenup had at that time what they called a , uh,
Marriage Haven or something. There, you could go to the,
that, uh, Clerk of Courts' house or anyplace and get your
liscence and no waiting period, just go and get married.
You could, could get the Court or somebody out of the Court,
Jus.tice or someone to marry ya, but our friends was married.
Stell and Ed was married in a funeral home, and . . .

DB:

In a funeral home?

OB:

In a funeral home. and we went, and Rachel Bates was the Clerk
of Courts' name, and his wife said he was down at
the funeral home, a friend was dead, and she expect-he'd
be late. It was about 8 o'clock, so he probably won't leave
before about 10 o'clock, but you could go down there.
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He always has papers in his pockets if anyone wants,
and he' 11 come down. He' 11 issue 'em and then p'ut it on his
record when he comes back. So, we went down, and we told the
mortician what we wanted. I don't ever remember the name of
the funeral home, and he took us in the office there,
and he went out and got Mr. Bates, and uh, after he issued the
liscence to him, why, Ed asked him where he could find a
preacher. adn, He said, why, I think he just left, uh, but
I'll go see, and if he is, and if you want to get married
here, why I'll go see, why he'll marry you right here if
you want to, and Ed said Stell agreed to it that that would
be all right. So, he got back out there and found the preacher
before he left. So, they were married in the, in the funeral
home's office. But when we went to get married, Earl said before
we left, we weren't getting married in no funeral home, and
he wanted to know if I wanted in the church 'cause I
already belonged in the church before he met me. and I told
him, no, uh, but I did want a pastor to marry me. It didn't
matter whether Baptist, Methodist, or what, but I did want a
minister. So, but he was at home that night, and the parsonage
wasn't too far away. So we met at the parsonage. So,
after the preacher's name was Herald-H-e-r-a-1-d, that
married us both. Yea, we've always had a quite a bit of
fun. We've always kid Ed and Stell about getting married
in a funeral home. (DB says "funeral home" at the same
time, then giggles)
DB:

Someone told me you had a blue wedding gown.

OB:

Yes, my, I, my sister, I had worked for her and helped
her clean house, and her and my brothers, I, I told her
the night before I come into my twin brother's to stay all
night. I didn't tell them 'til the night before that Earl came
and took me over to my sister's, Mildred's, and told her I
was gonna get married. She, uh, she didn't say nothing
to me, but the next morning she came into Oliver's, and, and,
he came after me, and I walked up to Stell's to, and tell them,
ask 'em ifthey wanted to go with us, and he said Mildred's
down home waiting to get you and take you and get your a
gown. So, she got me a blue crepe dress to wear, a gown to
wear. I thought I was really dressed up, for I hadn't had
such a good dress since I graduated. I did have a couple of
good dresses. My twin brother had worked and give me money
to buy one, and Millie had give me the other 'un, the one
we call Mildred is Millie. and we, oh, I was awful pleased.
I was gonna get married in my old dress. In them days it
was common for ya to do that. Now, tomorrow I'm going to
the 50th anniversary of a girl, a matron, girl that I grew
up with, and her husband went to school with me. They'll
be married 50 years tomorrow at the Lawrence Furnace
Church where we all went to church.

DB:

That's a long time to be married. (laughs)

Ollie Bradshaw

Tape 1
OB:

That's a long time. Now if Ed and Stell can make it another
year in May, they'll be married 50 years next May - a year
from May.

DB:

So, you were the best man and maid of honor at each other's
weddings?

OB:

Well, she was the matron of honor. She was married, but
he, yes, him and Earl were the best man, and she was the
maid of honor, and I was the matron of honor. (DB umm)
I mean, she was the matron of honor, excuse me. See, she
was married, and we went to, that, that's all the attendants
we had. That was all that was there that knew us. Oh,
we stay ed all night, our first night at, uh, what was called
the Restwood Tavern out on what you call 93 now, 75 then.
You know, that ah, pretty, glassed, blocked place. It don't
look like block, uh, I that the Dove's owned it. Bessie
Dove lived there once. He made it into a dwelling after
beer joints and things come along because that kind of
a place was a tourist home at the time we were married.
Tourist homes first come into existence and uh, but now it's
a dwelling. It's right on the top of the hill there. I
don't know, right before you turn down Howell Road, you

DB:

Right.

OB:

It's a beautiful home, if you're, uh, It's a big, uh,
pretty good size. (DB hmmm) but it's still beautiful home.
That's where we spent our wedding night. Ed and Stell
already had their home first. He was a highway, uh, a
foreman on the highway. Uh. We really had a pretty good
time growing up, and then, we made it through and after
we got married, we never had too much trouble. I lost my
sister during the war, of course, and her husband a prisoner
of war, that was sad, and I lost my twin brother in '52.
We were 41 years old, and I lost my oldest brother
in '68, and my youngest one in '73 and Earl in '75, my
husband, I lived but I lost my parents, my father in '56
and my mother in '61. Jim graduates, our youngest boy,
graduates from Ohi o U. in '62.

DB:

Just looking at it.

OB:

Is that enough?
End of Side 1

(microphone clicks)
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OB:

August 21, 1933.

(Wedding date)

DB:

August 21, 1933?

OB:

Uh huh, and your dad was born on Aug. the 1st, 1934, and
Jim was born, Feb . the 24, 19and 40, and the next day was my
birthday. I was 29.

DB:

Mmm.

OB:

22 and a half.

DB:

22 and a half.

OB:

No, uh, I had, my mother had a pretty good family, and I
was kinda called the little mother of the group. My
oldest sister did most of the housework, and the cooking,
and I did most of the babysitting until she got married,
but she got married when she's 19. So, I took it all over.
My mother wasn't very well. (DB: mm) Had ill health.
So, you know how Maggie cling~ to me and things. Well,
the whole family, even my oldest brother, and my twin brother
thought of me, but everybody seemed to think of me thought
I was the oldest because the whole family looked up to me.
I kinda took care of them, and I bossed them a little bit,
I guess. (DB: giggles) and uh, I can remember when I went
to my sister's house. She's lived over in the field,
back of the furnace when one woman was, had, uh , had, her
first husband died and left her with two children: Jay
Bailey, you know him, and Hazel, his sister, and then they
had 3 or 4 kids. She's expecting one of her children,
and she lived by Millie, and she couldn't get out to
run after 'em. They played ball and got in, in the field there,
and uh, Raymond's her oldest boy, and here and Perry's oldest
uh, Perry Bailey, I told you about him before. He'd, uh,
he'd bat to go over and climb a tree there or get in a
creek or something, and Shirley couldn't make him come home.
He wouldn't answer her. She called him to come, and she
couldn't run him down, and she hollered for me to go and
get him and to skin him when and if I caught him, and I
don't remember doing it, but Raymond told me once 4 or 5
years ago that he wished he had a nickel for ever time I
skinned him. Of course, he was a little boy, and I was
19 or 20 years old, you see. So, uh, we helped each other
and all. I went to my sister's if she wasn't well, and helped
her do her work, and my oldest brother and their two children,
Kenny and Charlie, was born, and I went to my twin brother's
uh, when she was sick and anything and uh. It was kinda a
family community, I guess. We had going, we had pretty
nice a-goin'. We didn't have too much distraction or
anything. Of course, we had your normal amount of bickering.

Well, what age were you when you got married ?

That's not a bad age to get married.
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You know, children will all bicker a little, but .when I told
them to do something they, even to this day, even to the day
Mom and Dad died, now I was getting around my fifties then.
They still, when they got there, when they got into confusion,
they'd say go get Ollie, and whatever sh says goes. So,
I don't know if I was a little mother. I reckon, and they
thought they had to mind me because I just about raised
the smaller ones, and I worreid over the big 'uns so much,
you know.
(DB: um huh) Time I left Grandma's at 13, you
see, the little ones, 2 of them were born while Grandma was
sick, so they were all little and, and I sort of took over
the training of the family. So, I've uh, was experienced when
I got married. I knew how to cook and what to do. Nobody
had to tell me. It was just normal for me to go in and keep
house, you know. Millie was married five years before I was.
I got up at 3:30 in the morning and got breakfast and baked
biscuits. You always cut, for breakfast you fried bacon
and eggs, you peeled potatoes the night before, and sliced
them and put 'em in water so they wouldn't turn, fried
potatoes , and made gravy and had a big breakfast, and as early
as you did as a dinner. and uh, packed Dad's bucket.
In those days we had the old fashioned, I've begin to
see them at the shopping centers now, but looks odd to see
them, for they're started carrying the lunch pail then, you
know, But now they've got, have you seen the big high pails?
Those big ones that look like a buck~t? (DB:uh huh)
They're got three tiers in it. You put the coffee in the
bottom, and you put the, he always wanted the, uh, a cup
of bean, and, and, a cup of of the potatoes, and you put them
in, and you put them in whatever meat or eggs or whatever you
made with the sandwiches with the biscuits. He wouldn't
eat light bread, and put it in the top tray, and then, of
course, being boiler tender, he worked on the boiler.
He send his, he left it somewhere on the boilers, close to
the boilers in some way as he kept his'n warm. He always
had warm coffee, so you put him in, I expect over a quart of
coffee in the bottom of that bucket.
DB:

0~ my.

OB:

We had a great big, old fashioned coffee pot like you see
in the pictures. (DB: umhum) That looked like it could hold
a gallon and a half or more. So, you made that ever
morning, and then I washed the dishes and got the kids up
and got them bathed and ready for school, and I washed the
dishes and cleaned the dining room/kitchen up before I
dressed, and walked about a quarter and half, a mile mile
and a quarter to school, to high school, and I went to
junior high and down grade school, I walked across a big
hill there that went up past, uh, my mother's house, what
they call Lawrence Hill. It was shorter but it was harder.
It seemed longer because you had to climb that high hill.
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You see, it was a state road at that time. It went up
next to our house, but now it cuts off and goes · around down
at the foot of Little Cannon's Creek there on the level
ground where is the horse and buggy days went up across the hills .
You went up and across and past homes that if you were
going to, uh, Superior there where Lawrence Furnace Church
is, you'd turned up where that ridge is right above it,
you turned off past the furnace and went across the Sunflower,
the hill they called the Darby Hill, where now you,
on the other down next to Lisbon you, about a quarter of a
mile from the furnace, you turn off 522 and go down past
Lawco going to Superior now. And if you went to Pine Grove,
you had to come clear up past home, but you'd be out of your
road, though, and I expect 6 or 7 squares, and you go
right on around and down past Pine Tree Inn there and go to
Pine Grove, but in those days you had to come up past home
if you went to the Catholic Church. You came up past home
and went across Lawrence Hill then turned back down
past Lisbon and past Pine Tree. You went, I expect, 2 miles
out of your road then by the old state route to go to
Pine Grove to were the Catholic Church was, or if anyone
lived there you wanted to visit or anything. But, of course,
us that walked, we had short cuts we knew. We knew all the
short cuts to take through the hills and the valleys, you
know, (DB laughs) and we walked the railroad tracks for the
D. T. & I. was out there, and after the furnace shut down
there wasn't much traffic on the railroad. They hauled some
coal and some wood, but we pretty well knew when they were
coming, you know. We went, ever 4th of July, about 5 miles
going by the railroad until we'd get over to Edna Switch
where the train stopped. It was a passenger train, and
that's where the old Dr. Griffith lived. uh, We'd take the
railroad there and walk out to Royersville and walk out to
Pine Grove to the old Catholic Church had a picnic ever
4th of July and Labor Day. We walked to and from unless
someone picked us up and brought us back because once we
got on the railroad noone could, didn't see ya 'cause it
wasn't near a road, you see. (DB:um hum) But if someone at
the picnic knew you was walking, they had room for ya,
they'd bring ya home, but, otherwise, we had to walk that
railroad track home.
DB:

Did you like that?

OB:

Yea, we enjoyed it. Ye, by time you loafed all day and
walked around you was pretty tired. You was always tickled
if you run onto someone to bring you home, but we still went.
and (DB laughs) we still, when we got home we swore we
wasn't gone no more, but when the next time come around we
went. uh, and on Decoration Day when Marna's Grandma was
still living, we went up the hill back of her house, she
had five acres there, and pick wild flowers. Then ride,
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go around home, uh, on past Lawrence Hill, ther~ was the
rock house, and he had, uh,Indian moccasins and different kinds
of wild flowers. We picked them, and made wreaths and walked
to Etna, That be, I expect, a couple miles, to the cemetery
and had to climb that great big hill but us had a path on it.
We didn't have to go around nothing, didn't have no road. We
took the path and went up. Our plot was the 1st one inside
the fence. We, Grandma never missed, I don't think, a
Decoration Day as long as she lived after Grandpa died.
She lost Grandpa. and a daughter, and a son in 3 years, so,
we, me and her, walked up to Etna Cemetery ever Decoration Day,
and we would gather flowers, and sometimes it'd be dark, you
didn't have no light, you know, but we'd get a lantern if
we wasn't done and, and when we got the wreaths made and things.
She had awful pretty flower wild flowers in the yard, too,
she'd carry in, she loved flowers. and We lay there among
the flowers under the grapevine or something for the evening
dew would keep them all night, and we would get up the next
morning and start out early for the cemetery. You took
advantage of every holiday. There was something you did
on that day. So, where it doesn't seem so much to you young
people, it meant a lot to us and she would tell about Grandpa
going through the Civil War and going down through the
Shenandoah Valley, you know, (DB um hum) So, I can remember
first trip I went to Virginia to my three brothers lived there.
That of taken me, well, I went by rail, by the C & 0 to, uh,
what was the name of that place? I've forgat the name, uh,
transferred onto another railroad, and I went right to the
Shenandoah to, part the way to Fort Myers, Fla., yea. Fort,
Front, Front Royal, Virginia. Where the horses they had for
the President, you know, (DB um hum) what the caisson. They
carried Kennedy on. That's where the horse are from mostly
from there. I always think of it when I get, and my oldest
brother, he satyed with me and Grandma a lot. He was always
so carzy about Grandma and Grandpa. So, he still remembered
quite of bit about Grandpa's Civs - he's four years older
than me, about the Civil War. and, He always liked to
take me down to the Shenandoah Valley where Grandpa fought
in the Civil War. (DB: Laughs) So.

.,

DB:

I was wondering when you said you had a surrey with the
fringe on top, did that mean you all were the aristocrats
or something?

OB:

Well, I, uh, didn't know it at the time, but Stell, uh,
Stell Dillon, my friend, told me that everyone thought
we were rich because we had a surrey with the fringe on
top, and, of course, my father was a boiler tender.
Nowadays you'd call him a stationary engineer, you see, although
he didn't have, get the education, in those days, you took
apprenticeships, you see, (Db: um hum) Well, he made about $2
more a day (DB: um hum) than the regular furnace men, so, I
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I, I, I don't know how old my Grandpa Bradshaw was. uh, He
died when my mother and dad just had my oldest brother Maurice.
He died in 19and9, 19 and, uh, 8, or I think it was, but
my Grandpa Jones was 59. So, uh, I didn't know my
Grandpa Bradshaw. But Earl's Grandpa Bradshaw lived to be 92.
DB:

92.

OB:

92, and she was dead only 3 years when Earl's dad died, and
he was, she was 3 years older than him. I mean, dead only
3 yrs. when, I don't, excuse me, I don't mean 3 years old,
I mean 3 years difference in their deaths. So, she lived to
be 92. I guess his grandfather died at 59. (DB: uh hum)
It wasn't, it wasn't, it wasn't , you thought people being old
at 50. Even 45 seemed old.

DB:

What was the average size of families in the, the countries?

OB:

Well, anywhere from 6 to 10.

DB:

6 to 10?

OB:

Urn hum, and if anyone only had 1 or 2 children, people felt
sorry for the 'em for children was an asset to them, you
see. They could help do the gardening, the work, and carry
in the coal, and the wood, and uh, and, uh, really and truly
they well, they probably didn't know it, but they was helping
make the living for you remember, uh, there was 4 of us
to work in the field with the, the hired hand. We had a
man, uh, uh, Besco was his name, Louis Besco, and we called
him Rooster, and we thought he was an old man, but he died
long, but he lived long after my father died, so he, uh,
he couldn't of been so old, but we thought he was, but he
was old enough he wasn't working the furnaces and things, but
he was a wonderful worker, and uh, there was, he, uh, is, uh,
Dad hired him to help with the horses and things. He
put Maurice to plowing and help him harness them up, and
then he helped us hoe. To tell the truth to see we knew
what we was a- doing. So, there's 4 children that took the
place of 4 hoers, you see. Dad didn't have to hired no
help, only that 1. (DB; um hum) and he hired, uh, he
hired of the winter time, he hired a man name of Elmer
(motor cycle passes) Barrett to take his wagon and haul
coal. There was a big coal mine up the hollow above us.
So, he paid Elmer by the day, and Elmer hauled coal down
to the railroad and unloaded it. So, he had an income
corning in besides his work at the furnace, you see. So,
uh, he needed us to help raise the grain for the horses,
and then we had two hogs to butcher, and we salted things
out. And we had what you call a smoke house. (DB: uh huh)
You salted your meat down and the more you had fresh for 2
or 3 days, you thought you were rich, you see, and uh, . . .
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guess, we didn't, it was such a big family, we had not much
more than anybody else, and we didn't even know we were
looked up to or anything. and, So, I don't know myself, but
Stell told me they all envy us when we passed, we'd go to ·
church and things, and they had to walk, and, and, uh, they all
either most of 'em rode wagons. Didn't have no tops or
nothing. A few of 'em had one seated with a horse buggy.
Old man Stewart that lived over here on 6th Street, he,
Ed Lewis, you know, "Eck" Lewis, didn't you? (DB: um hum)
His father-in-law was our mail carrier and he drove the, uh,
one horse buggy, and I went out to him a many time and bought
uh, uh, money orders and stamps off him, and I had he retired
and Howard Weisenberger up here took his ride. I hadn't seen
him for years, and that I got married and came. Well, I
didn't come here until '43, and I hadn't seen Mr. Stewart
since I was a girl. I went over to catch a bus on 6th
Street, and he lived that the 1st big house over here by
that, those little new houses, and he came out to me, and
as he came out, you know, I recognized me, and he came up
to me and said, "You wouldn't be one of Pres's twins, would
ye?" (DB laughs) and I said, "Yes, I am. Are you Mr.
Stewart?" and he said, "I surely am," but I said, "Well,
how did you remember me?" and he said, "How much, how much
you look like Hattie. Do you think I could remember that little
girl that came out so much and bought stamps and money orders?"
He was so tickled to see me, every time I went to the bus
line that he was out, he came out to see me. Of course,
he'd been gone a good while now. But I had me a good friend
and neighbor in a new neighborhood, you see.
DB:

Is, Is Hattie your mother's name?

OB:

Yes, my mother's name was Hattie Jones. She was the,
her father was Joseph Bradshaw, and he was the founder
of Etna Furnace. I guess he had a pretty good job, too,
but he was, they said he was old. But he died at 59.
They talked about the old, how old the old man was.
I can just remember him dying at 59. They talked about
him being old. For those days (DB giggles), people didn't
live like they do now, you know. (DB: uh hum) and, uh,
(DB: about how . . ) about now they talk about 7, a hundred
years old no - now, tho, those days if you lived to 75, that
was a miracle.

DB:

About how long did you expect to live then?

OB:

Well, about 59 or 60, I think, but- It seemed to me like,
when I was a kid, once when I went to school, they said 45 to
49 was the average adult life. Now I wouldn't say that
was true, but it seems like it. But if you figured if
you lived to be 60, you was gonna be old. Uh, my grandmother,
both of my grandmothers lived to be 75. (DB : uh hum) Well,
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DB:

Would the meat keep?

OB:

Oh, yes, it would keep 'til the spring of the year.
Then if you had any left, you smoked it, and it'd keep right
on then. They'd build a box and hang the meat in it, and
then they fixed some way, a little furnace or kiln or
something underneath that box and build the fire and had
a screen or someway to separate it to keep the fire from
going up to it. Just someway for the, I don't understand it,
but had a little pipe on something that took the smoke up
to the, up to the meat and smoked the meat. and, ah, it was
delicious when you got and smoked it. It took them all
day and sometimes 2 days, and it kept them all winter.
Yes, if it was salted good it kept. We had ham. We had
4 hogs, see, we had 4 hogs, uh, 2 hogs. We had 4 hams.
We had plenty of meat and things like that, and bacon and
stuff without having to buy it, you see.

DB:

How did, uh, the mother's out here in the country, how did
they take care of their children? I mean, did they have
a type of health care known only to
?

OB:

No, we didn't know what hospitalization. You didn't go to
hospitals. The old mothers, the mothers, I don't why, but
the older women that was handed down. They made their own
cough syrup. Now we had a doctor close enough you could
ride a horse or even, if you were in a hurry, but you could
walk to the doctor's office if you wasn't too sick, but,
and he came by ever day. If you had any most of the time,
and we had another 'un, lived over in New Richland by the
name of Wells. and, then when he sold out, well, I believe
the ,fuite was ahead of him. Our principal, Charlie White's
father, died, and the Wells. Well, he was a-comin' across
the hill comin' toward town, and Dr. Griffith was going the other
way. So, if anything was very wrong, you watched for 'em
to stop then, and you didn't have your own family doctor.
Just either one that come along you stopped them, and they was
very glad to come in. They didn't have any, call it
competition or anything, but for ordinary colds, you'd go
out to the hills to the fall and gather, uh, wild grapes and
wild cherry bark, and, uh, and mala. There was a weed, a
plant that they called mala, and seem to me like they put a
little rhubarb in it, I'm not sure. and, uh, sumac, the
berries off the sumac tree, and different things and they'd
boil them together and strain 'em. Put sugar - strain 'em.
Put 'em on it, sugar and strain 'em and make a syrup and
you got that few colds, and that was as good as any doctor's
cough syrup you could find nowadays, and, uh, (DB urnm)
some way or another for chest colds when you got tight, why,
Mom would fix something with sulphur and lard, and I think
she put a little coal oil in it too, I'm not sure what,
for I've forgot the recipe. It was awful stinking, but
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it kinda helped do the work, and sometimes she'd. fry
onions and make a poultice if you was very sick. Make
a big poultice and put that hot onions across ya, and then
re-heat, the have another un awaiting us, in the oven
or something, and when that one cooled down, just switch them
back and forth on ye all night until she got that cold broke
up, and, uh, they would slice onions in a saucer and put a
little sugar on it. Peel it, and slice it, put a little
sugar on it, and then the liquid that come from that
they'd take a teaspoon and give to ya if you had the croop, and
it would really break the croop up. (DB:mrnm) So, uh, you
didn't pay too many doctor bills, for they knew how, if
you had, you stepped on a nail. They just got you in,
pulled the nail, and filled it full of turpentine, and I have
seen old men when they cut 'em, take a chew of tobacco out
of thier mouth, and that sounds awful and put it on the
wound and tie, take it up, but you know, it would heal them
up.
(DB giggles) They'd chew the tobacco and put it on it,
and, uh, a rusty nail or anything, they put the, pour the turpentine. Sometimes if they had peroxide, they's use peroxide,
and then pour it full of turpentine, than put a bandage,
pour that bandage of turpentine and then putseveral layers, uh,
tear up old sheets, and things, and sometimes look like
you had a broken leg or something. But they bandaged it
up. You didn't have bandages, you tore strings off the
old sheets, and .

.. i

DB:

And they were all white?

OB:

and They're what? They're all white, yea. They kept all
their, well, you hardly ever saw a colored sheet then in
those days. They were all white. (DB: rnmm) So, you, uh,
you tore strings off them instead of band-, instead of adhesive
tape. We didn't, I suppose they had it, but out there in the
country we didn't until we were great big. Um, before I
got married we begin to have it and if you get the gauze,
but you saved all the sheets, and you washed them, and they got
old and you boiled the good, and put them, wrapped them up
nice and when you needed them, then, the white shirts and
things. Anything white of soft cotton was saved for bandages,
and if some neighbor got sick with, I suppose maybe cancer
and things where they got sores, everybody if they had run
out, they said, everybody begin to wonder if they need help.
They begin to carry them into them. If you have someone that
was a-sick of the night and had to have someone sit up
with them, and if they needed help, we'd wake them up to,
of the day and the night even us kids would go and sit
up with them, and if they needed help, we'd wake them up to
come to 'em if they was so tired, you know. (DB:uh huh)
Everybody took their turn, went around . . . and.

DB:'

Were there certain herb teas? (OB:yea) that you· (OB:yea)
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were to drink?
OB:

Yea . I don't remember. We had a tea, a teaberry, uh, leaves
out there. They had something, uh, like the teaberry
chewing gum, you've seen it, and we had mint leaves and, uh,
a different kinds that you made, rosebud, and you strained it,
and boiled it in sugar, then sugared it and gave it to you.
Yea, they all had kinds of remedies, uh, I wish I could remember
more of them th an I can because when I was raising my
children I used some, but Dr. Ann told me one time that
my 'remedies was better than part of the doctors, and that's
something that you wouldn't get a doctor to admit to now,
would you?

DB:

Oh, definitely not.

OB:

Now, she'd say, ask me what I did, and I remember once
when Abbie got so sick before she died, not the time she
died. She went to Cincinnati and died from anesthetic,
killed her. She had bronchiactis . That's a child's disease
(DB: oh) that settles in the bronchial tubes when she had the
measles, but she took, one night she came home from Henrite's. She had a job, she was working, and she come home
so sick. With an awful cold, and I made hot lemonade
and put her to bed, and took it in, and I fixed a big glass
of hot lemonade. They kept lemons on hand all the time, and
you didn't drink it cold. Then made it hot, made it with hot
water, and I made it just as hot as I could st . . , my hand
finger, test like you did a baby, you know. Take a little and
pour it on my wrist. And I went in and made her drink
it, and she made all kinds of faces and didn't want to
make it, drink it, but she did, and she was so sick, but
she finally got to vomiting up that phlegm and things,
and the next morning, she was pretty well straightened
out with that bronchiactis already, you see, she was about
to smother to death. So, she went to the doctor the next
day. That was Dr. Woods, and she told him I about burned
her up. She, of course, she perspire so, you know. He
said that's the best thing she could have done. I couldn't
have beat if I'd have been there. Your sister's a pretty good
doctor. All from my Grandma and my mother, you see. I, uh,
offhand I can't think of any other remedies, but we had a lot
of them. I thought the funniest one was chewing tobacco,
and putting it, I have to laugh when I seen it. I'd think
, well, I hope I don't get that wrong with me. (DB giggles)
Well, you cut on a glass or something, they was scared.
They'd, the men 'd just take out a big wad of tobacco
after they washed it off, uh, I don't know why they washed
it. They took the tobacco right out of thier mouth.
Now they'd swear you'd die, wouldn't they? (DB giggles and
says, "Probably.") But, it eventually kept it from getting
infected. They'd none of them ever heard of anyone ever
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having any trouble with it.
DB:

Out in the country did they have lots of midwives, you
know, to to help deliver the babies?

OB:

Well, there was always some neighbor woman went, but where
I lived we always had a doctor, see. (DB: hmmm) Uh, after
I grew up, after my mother married, now I don't know,
I suppose, back in my Grandmother's time, they probably
did, but we were fortunate in that we had 2 doctors.
Just happened to have one on each side of the hill, you
see. Dr. Griffith was off, uh, about 2 miles away, and
Dr. Wells was about 2 and a half or 3 miles away, and so,
I don't remember the Dr. White. I went to school to his
son, he was my principal. He had lived there ahead
of us. So, I guess that little community, being a
furnace community and a coal. See, that was a big coal district .
So, I was, I guess, we were fortunate in that we did have ~
doctor. But the doctor's those days, I suppose, didn't have
the education that they have nowadays, do you?

DB:

I, uh, I don't think so.

OB:

But they were pretty smart men, and uh, uh.

DB:

Did they have any particular thing that people recommeded
for child care? You know, when someone just had a baby,
did they?

OB:

No, uh, you just took care of them by trial and error,
we called it. We just learned. Of course, it was always the
older women give you advice, and uh, as one old lady related
to Earl always said, she, she raised 6 boys, children,
3 girls and 3 boys. That's the way it was, and Alma, Earl
asked her what to do, and she told him to ask some woman
which never had no children - either an old maid school
teacher or a woman that never had any children- and they
could tell you more about raising them than I can.
She said with me it was trial and error and the help of
God, and . . luck. (laughter) so, so.

DB:

I guess it's the only thing really.

OB:

It's the only thing still, kinda it seems to me, but you
do the best you can and hope you're right, don't ya? (giggles)
No, we never had anyone to give you any advice. We had
a school nurse, oh, that would come once or twice a year
and would give free Pepsodent or some kind, or maybe it
wasn't Pepsodent, but it was some kind of tooth paste.
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Seem to me like it might of been Colgate, and uh, uh,
would look at our teeth, and then maybe once in a while,
uh, an optometrist would come and look at our eyes and
decide whether we need glasses. And, otherwise, we
never had any.
DB:

Well, the tape's about to run out so, I guess, I'm
gonna end it here and just say, thank you very much.

OB:

Well, you very welcome.

DB:

So, let's see.

End of tape.
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